
 
 

Key dates: 

• November 1, 2026 - Opening of online application 

• December 31, 2026 - Application deadline 

• March 1, 2027 - Notification of acceptance 

• April 15, 2027 - IAS Travel grants announced 

• May 1, 2027 - Registration fee (300 EUR) payment deadline 

• May 31, 2027 - Deadline for refunds 

• September 6-12, 2027 – Summer School 

 

 

Why the South-Pyrenean Foreland Basin? 

• Well-preserved example of foreland basin formed synchronously with development 

of Pyrenean mountain range (Alpine orogeny). 

• Excellent opportunity to study tectono-sedimentary in coeval and nearby carbonate 

to siliciclastic depositional environments, with a source to sink perspective.  

• Has received sedimentary geologists for decades, doing research and field training 

activities at all levels, from undergraduate to postgraduate, and industry 

professionals. 

• Contains two UNESCO Geoparks (Origens and Sobrarbe), working to promote / 

protect the geological heritage. 

• Therefore an excellent location to organize an IAS Summer School. 



Summer School Leaders: 

 

 
+ additional experts will contribute to some field days and lectures/exercises. 

 

Logistics: 

Ground transportation: Bus transport from / to Barcelona airport and during the trip will 

be provided by Franch Tours, a local bus company with more than 40 years of experience 

with geology trips in the Pyrenees. All field activities will be within no more than 45 

minutes drive from accommodation. 

 

Accommodation: A range of suitable and good-value accommodation exists in the area, 

including local hotels and hostels because the southern Pyrenees are a popular tourist 

destination. Organisers will contact successful applicants with details of the precise 

accommodation being used at a later stage. 

 

Catering: The organisers will arrange all meals (including breakfast, packed lunches and 

dinners which will be provided by the hotels). A last evening farewell dinner is planned 

in Ainsa medieval town centre. Allowances for common dietary requirements will be 

made, such as food allergies and vegan and vegetarian options. This information will be 

requested from the successful applicants by the organizers well in advance of the 

summer school. 

 

Safety and physical demand: 

A comprehensive hazard and risk assessment has been carried out and is attached 

below. The physical demand of the summer school is low; the participants are expected 

to have basic physical condition levels. Outcrops are in road cuts, in quarries, and in hilly 

terrain. There will be some easy walks in rugged terrain, but without any prolonged steep 

ascends or descends. Participants will be required to hold their own travel 

insurance appropriate to the activities of the Summer School. 



 
 

Eligibility and how to apply: 

The Summer School is open to all IAS postgraduate research student members. 

Applications are made through the member portal on the IAS website and involve 

completion of the application form including a motivation statement, an up-to-date 

curriculum vitae, a statement of support from your research supervisor, and proof of 

enrolment as a postgraduate student. All of these are combined and uploaded as a single 

pdf file. 

The Summer School has a capacity of 20 students. Selection of candidates will be based 

on the motivation statement, CV, and supervisor’s letter of recommendation, but the 

organisers will also fully consider equality, diversity, inclusiveness and accessibility 

(EDIA) principles in their selection. All participants and organisers will be required to 

respect the IAS’s Code of Conduct. 

The IAS’s EDIA statement and code of conduct can be viewed on the IAS website 

(https://www.sedimentologists.org/about-ias/about-the-association/). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sedimentologists.org/about-ias/about-the-association/


Costs: 

The registration fee for the Summer School is 300 EUR. This covers all the field tuition 

and materials, local transport, and includes the costs of accommodation and the meals 

provided. 

Participants accepted onto the Summer School will also be able to apply for IAS Student 

Travel Grants that will contribute towards their international travel costs. Note, these will 

not cover all the costs so participants will need to have access to some additional 

funding. The amount of the travel grant is based on distance of travel within a fixed total 

budget. Typical amounts would be from 150 Euro for short haul travel such as within 

Europe up to a maximum of 1200 Euro for ultralong haul travel (> 12,000 km). 

 

Proposed activities: 

• Morning: field activities (hosted by local leaders) 

o Generic geology field data collection 

o Lithological recognition and point counting analysis 

o Sedimentary structure, fossil and trace fossil recognition  

o Sedimentary logging, facies and architecture analysis of excellent outcrops  

o Basin-scale source-to-sink and paleogeographic reconstructions  

 

 
 

• Afternoon: lectures (+/- exercises) 

o Lecture and exercise sessions on alluvial, fluvial, shallow-marine (siliciclastic, mixed 

and carbonate) and deep-marine systems (delivered by the invited lecturers) 

 

 



 

• Evening: student presentations (10’+10’ Q&A) 

o Last evening: core logging exercise with Ainsa deep-water channel deposits (core 

store in Apolo Hotel) 

 
 

 

Preliminary program: 

 

Day 1 (Monday 6th Sept) 

− Arrival and transfer from Barcelona 

Airport (3h) 

− Icebreaker reception in Hotel Solé (La 

Pobla de Segur) 

− Introduction to summer school (M. 

Roigé and M. Poyatos) 

− Dinner and night in hotel (Tremp) 

 

Day 2 (Tuesday 7th Sept) 

− Morning (9-13): fieldwork data 

collection in an alluvial-lacustrine 

succession (Claverol) 

− Afternoon (15-17): lecture and exercise 

on fluvial systems (Lecturer TBC) 

− Evening (18-19:30): student 

presentations 

− Dinner and night in hotel (Tremp) 

 

Day 3 (Wednesday 8th Sept) 

− Morning (9-13): fluvial facies and 

architecture (Montllobar-Mas de Faro) 

− Afternoon (15-17): lecture and exercise 

on tidal systems (Lecturer TBC) 

− Evening (18-19:30): student 

presentations 

− Dinner and night in hotel (Tremp) 

 

Day 4 (Thursday 9th Sept) 

− Morning (9-13): recognition and 

measurement of tidal indicators (Àger) 

− Afternoon (16-18): lecture and exercise 

on carbonate systems (Lecturer TBC) 

− Evening (19-20:30): student 

presentations 

− Dinner and night in hotel (Ainsa) 

 

Day 5 (Friday 10th Sept) 

− Morning (10-13): characterization of 

carbonate platform systems (Campo) 

− Afternoon (15-17): lecture and exercise 

on deep-water systems (Lecturer TBC) 

− Evening (18-19:30): student 

presentations 

− Dinner and night in hotel (Ainsa) 

 

Day 6 (Saturday 11th Sept) 

− Morning (9-13): deep-water processes 

and deposits (Los Molinos) 

− Afternoon (15-18): core logging activity 

(core store, Hotel Apolo) 

− Farewell dinner (Ainsa old town) 

− Night in hotel Apolo (Ainsa) 

 

Day 7 (Sunday 12th Sept) 

− Transfer to Barcelona Airport (4h)

 



Proposed field exercises / localities: 

 


